the grave, tap the surface with a rock; where it sounds hollow the granite beneath
you is ‘exfoliating) soon (in geological terms) to crumble and slide away. In the
grave area, one collection of boulders, obviously split from a much larger one, look

like they would fit back together with no trace of the join.

Bambata Cave (see page 312) is a spectacular example of ‘onion peel’ exfoliation,
with the softer interior of this perfectly formed dome having been weathered away

over the millennia.

1% WHERE T0 STAY The following are private lodges located just outside the park in

the Matopos area. National Parks accommodation is listed on pages 316-7.

Luxury
r Camp Amalinda (9 lodges) Matobo Rd,
48km from Bulawayo; *,64868/9, 881964;

i1 0712 215904; & resman@amalindacollection.

€0.zw; www.campamalinda.com. The approach
track from the main Matopos road suggests this
may be a rather special place as your vehicle
picks its way over one of the region’s trademark
granite slabs. It's only a few minutes from town
but by the time you arrive at reception you feel
you are in the heart of the Matopos. This is one
of Zimbabwe’s architectural gems, in complete
sympathy with Mother Nature, with the lodge
built onto the side of the hills. Luxurious chalets
dotted amongst the rocks are a wonderland

of creative design using simple, natural but
dramatic components. Massive rocks jut into

the rooms to form walls, even furniture. Private
outdoor showers may be a bit of a safari camp
cliché but are still a wonderful way to cool off.
One of the 2 refurbished honeymoon suites has a
rope bridge to its own private lookout. There’s a
library full of Africa classics, a natural cave wine
cellar & a stunning pool, or pamper yourself with
one of Amalinda’s speciality spa treatments. As
well as game drives, walks & rock-painting tours,
they have a cultural tour taking in a local school

- was plagued by swarms of mopan
~ are attracted to sweat and to th

which has many projects sponsored by the camp
&its quests. $$$%%

 Big Cave Camp (8 chalets) Matobo Rd,
approx 45km from town; *, 244990, +27 (0)82
5798811; 111 0772 23181, & reservations@
bigcave.co.za; www.bigcave.co.za. This is another
wonderful lodge built onto the granite hillside.

It has charming A-frame thatched chalets & a
spacious, cave-style boma lounge/bar looking over
a boulder-strewn Matopos vista. There’s a pool &
outdoor bar area right on the top of a huge granite
whaleback, ideal for sundowners; then you can
sitaround a log fire beneath a huge overhanging
rock. It's all in an 800ha private estate bordering
the national park. They offer quided drives & walks
on the property as well as trips to local places of
interest. Book ahead, as they tend to keep the
entrance gate locked. $$$

Upmarket
r Matobo Hills Lodge (17 lodges)*;471225;
110772 611223; e fruitbat@yoafrica.com. Since

a change of ownership this lodge, situated in
a private reserve bordering the national park

1

has been receiving a complete refurbishment.
The thatched rondavels are set on a granite
outcrop, with a separate lounge/bar offering

“Z" Bulawayo

m:m:m
\ Mission

= /,41__;.5_@&
ﬂEmE ¥f th !

|

Central

ﬁ,w
Y

Are

Q omsmmmmmmmm——5 kM b i
0 smmmmmmmmmsm— 5 miles N\ /

N\ Kez

\ Gwanda,
S ,,m:\:wm}s\m Cave
oboNN i Matobo
owo. ;® e -\ Communal
; 4 > Togwana. : \
7" \National Park  Dam - Nanke Cave Land
@9@3?.&5 Cave’ "\ : o
: i Togwe !
Wilderness //
“Area.

" Wilderness |
Areay i

i.Maleme:.
Wilderness

NOTE
For key to accommodation

and eating and drinking,
see below

5.5:&0/
. Communal\
2N Land A
Cave N

ﬁ MATOBO NATIONAL PARK

3600 panoramic views. The changes had not been
completed by the time of going to press, but
expect this place to be up there with the best in
this region and good value for money. $$$
 The Farmhouse (12 chalets) 45km from
town along Kezi Rd nr Bambata Cave, on the
boundary of the national park; *,65970 0383
218; 111 0775 051964; e zimsafaris@yoafrica.
com/farmhouse.lodge@gmail.com; www.
graniteridge.com. The Farmhouse, subsequently
named Granite Ridge Lodge, has now reverted

to its original name. Comfortable & nicely
appointed chalets with self-catering facilities are
set in 400ha of wooded gardens & bush, home

to zebra, wildebeest, tsessebe & other plains
game. Winter nights get chilly so electric blankets
are supplied. The main, colonial-style building
houses a bar, lounge & restaurant. Excellent
views with horseriding, walks and abseiling make

MATOBO NATIONAL PARK

Forfistings, see pages 310-11 and 316-17

@ Where to stay

1 Big Cave Camp

Black Eagle Lodge (see 5)
Camp Amalinda

Imbila Executive Lodge (see 5)
Matobo Hills Lodge

Mtsheleli Dam

Rest Camp

The Farmhouse

Togwana Dam

N

Nounhsw

it great for families. Sun lunch is popular with
Bulawayans so book a table if you want to join
them. Camping is available but you may share
the site with overlanders. They offer game drives
& walks into the park & access to a little-known
cave painting site, as well as trips to Bambata

Cave.$$

MATOBO NATIONAL PARK (NP Category 2; well signposted off the Matopos Rd;
@ 06.00-18.00) At 425km? this is one of Zimbabwe’s smallest national parks, yet
it is second only to Victoria Falls National Park in terms of visitor numbers. Apart

311
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Victoria Falls

Rising mist and the steady roar

of the Zambezi River signal your
arrival at this magnificent World
Heritage Site. Test your nerve at the
end of a bungee rope or take to the
skies above the falls for a different
perspective of this justifiably
famous natural wonder of the wor
(MMA/FLPA) page 239

Hwange National Park

One of the finest national parks in

Africa, Hwange contains a remarkable

diversity of wildlife, including the ‘Big
¢" and both black and white rhino

Mana Pools
National Park
Drift along the banks
of the Zambezi River
and come face to face
with elephants, hippo
and crocodile on

an unforgettable

canoe safari
(SS) page 227

Matobo

National Park
This spectacular
national park
contains hundreds
of rock paintings
and unusual rock
formations such as
the balancing rocks
(pictured), as well
as one of the highest
concentrations of

leopard in Zimbabwe
(MPF/MP/FLPA)

Great Zimbabwe
As the largest and
best-preserved
ancient stone-walled
city in sub-Saharan
Africa, the ruins of
reat Zimbabwe lie

at the heart of the
country’s enigmatic,
historical past




